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DECLARING THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL PREVAIL IN THE 
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 16, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, this 
resolution equates the Global War on Terror 
with the War in Iraq, which is in fact a diver-
sion from the Global War on Terror. Our pres-
ence in Iraq has weakened our Armed Forces 
and reduced our ability to respond to more ur-
gent threats. 

Without exception, I have voted for every 
Iraq supplemental funding resolution, as I am 
determined to ensure that our troops in the 
field are properly equipped and protected. This 
resolution, however, is not about supporting 
the troops; it is about attempting to score 
points for partisan political gain. 

I will not vote for a document that says we 
should simply stay the course in Iraq. Contrary 
to the misguided assertions of this resolution, 
redeploying U.S. troops from Iraq as soon as 
practicable is in fact in our national interest, 
and 2006 should be a period of significant 
transition toward full Iraqi sovereignty, as stat-
ed in last year’s defense authorization law. 

Regrettably, this resolution reaffirms the ad-
ministration’s flawed, stay-the-course policy 
and conduct of the war, neither of which has 
ever measured up to the valor and profes-
sionalism of the brave service men and 
women of our Armed Forces. Our troops con-
tinue to make America very proud while serv-
ing in harm’s way in defense of our liberty. 
They deserve better than a cynical attempt at 
partisan exploitation. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ELBA ROMAN 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Elba Roman, a distinguished 
member of the Brooklyn, New York, commu-
nity. It behooves us to pay tribute to this out-
standing leader and I hope my colleagues will 
join me in recognizing her impressive accom-
plishments. 

Elba Roman was born in the picturesque 
town of Cayey, Puerto Rico, which is located 
in the Central part of the island. She came to 
Brooklyn, New York, in 1954 and began work-
ing at an early age in her community. She ac-
companied her father to several community 
meetings and demonstrations for the better-
ment and social progress of the people of in 
her neighborhood. 

Elba Graduated from Eli Whitney High 
School in Williamsburg and went on to attend 
Pace University. She continued with her com-

munity work and founded the Alliance of 
United Women of Brooklyn, an organization of 
Hispanic women geared to serving and ad-
dressing community concerns. 

As President of the Alliance, Elba organized 
numerous food drives, feeding thousands of 
underprivileged families in the Bushwick com-
munity. Her organization also took over the 
management of the Martin de Porres Day 
Care Center of Bushwick, which serves over 
200 families. 

Elba was elected to Community School 
Board 32 and as a member, led the drive for 
drug-free school zones and rehabilitation and 
modernization of many of the school facilities 
in the district. She was also elected Female 
District Leader of the 54th Assembly District 
and as a Democratic District Leader, she be-
came actively involved in the 83rd Community 
Precinct Council where she and her husband, 
Edmundo Roman, organized a yearly fund-
raiser to provide Christmas gifts for the chil-
dren in the Bushwick area. During her tenure 
as District Leader, Elba led several voter reg-
istration drives where tens of thousands of 
new voters were registered in Brooklyn. With 
her husband, Edmundo, she was also actively 
involved with opening Woodhull Hospital. Elba 
had served as a member of community Board 
4 and is a member of the Women’s Caucus 
for Congressman Edolphus ‘‘Ed’’ Towns. Addi-
tionally, Elba was the Founder and past Presi-
dent of the Boriqua Festival in Prospect Park, 
Brooklyn, New York. 

Elba and her husband, Edmundo Roman, 
who is an attorney with a private practice, co- 
founded Precision Abstract LLC, the first Puer-
to Rican title abstract in the City of New York. 
She is presently an active member of the Sun-
set Park Lions Club, where she helps collect 
and wrap thousands of toys that are distrib-
uted to organizations that serve children in 
Brooklyn. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Elba Roman as she offers her talents 
and services for the betterment of our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, Elba Roman’s selfless service 
has continuously demonstrated a level of altru-
istic dedication that makes her most worthy of 
our recognition today. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, due 
to a previously scheduled medical procedure, 
I was not able to cast my vote on rollcall 288, 
concerning our presence in Iraq. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

HONORING JOSEPH DE LA CRUZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joseph De La Cruz, owner of the NAPA 
Auto Parts Store in Laredo, Texas, on his 
being selected as a recipient of the Distin-
guished Business Awards by the Laredo De-
velopment Foundation’s Small Business De-
velopment Center, the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, and the Laredo Chamber of 
Commerce. 

As a young man, Joseph De La Cruz 
worked at an automotive parts store, and the 
auto parts industry intrigued him with the vast 
types of automotive parts needed to keep with 
the constantly changing marketplace. During 
this time frame, Mr. De La Cruz received a 
grant from the United States Government 
which enabled him to attend college upon the 
condition that he work for the Government for 
a period of at least five years. After almost 
twenty-five years of federal service, Mr. De La 
Cruz retired in 1998. 

Mr. De La Cruz renewed his interest in the 
automotive parts industry by exploring the pur-
chase of an existing NAPA Auto Parts Store 
along with his son, Joseph De La Cruz II. The 
project was discussed with Albert De Llano of 
Commerce Bank, a preferred Small Business 
Administration Lender. Together, with tech-
nical support from Business Development 
Specialist Gladys Rangel of the Laredo Eco-
nomic Development Foundation SBDC, the 
dream became a reality. Shortly after the pur-
chase of NAPA Auto Parts Store, he in-
creased the stock inventory, hired more em-
ployees, increased marketing, and all these 
initiatives established the infrastructure for 
success. After one year in operation, the store 
achieved a sales increase of 116%, making 
Mr. De La Cruz one of the leader in the auto 
industry in Laredo, Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to 
honor Mr. De La Cruz, owner of NAPA Auto 
Parts Store in Laredo, Texas, in recognition of 
his selection as a recipient of the Distin-
guished Business Awards. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MOHAMMED 
GHRIGA 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mohammed Ghriga, a distin-
guished member of the community. It be-
hooves us to pay tribute to this outstanding 
leader and I hope my colleagues will join me 
in recognizing his impressive accomplish-
ments. 

A scholar and a man who only recently was 
named Dean of the Business Department, Dr. 
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Mohammed Ghriga is already revolutionizing 
the business department at New York’s Long 
Island University. 

‘‘The business world is being redefined by 
technology, with changes that can be swift 
and dramatic as well as risky,’’ Dr. Ghriga 
once pointed out, adding, ‘‘Internet security 
and online commerce may be as significant 
over the next decade as the ‘dot-com’ bubble 
was to the 1990s.’’ 

Dr. Ghriga’s views of success and security 
in business are formed by his own expertise. 
An Algerian native, he received his under-
graduate degree in computer science in 1986 
at the University of Sciences and Technology 
at Algiers, Algeria. Following research and 
teaching fellowships at Polytechnic University 
in Brooklyn, where he earned M.S. and Ph.D. 
degrees also in computer science, Dr. Ghriga 
joined Long Island University as an assistant 
professor in 1994. He was associate dean of 
the business school for 2 years before his ap-
pointment as dean this summer. 

As an educator, Dr. Ghriga has brought in-
novative methods to the classroom for teach-
ing highly complex topics in modeling, analysis 
and discrete structures. His teaching interests 
include information systems analysis and de-
sign, programming languages and environ-
ments, and data security. His research inter-
ests incorporate the areas of conformance 
testing and formal analysis of communication 
systems. 

In addition to his numerous scholarly publi-
cations and professional presentations, Dr. 
Mohammed Ghriga has served in progres-
sively responsible administrative positions in 
the School of Business, establishing an exem-
plary record of leadership and service. 

Although Dr. Mohammed Ghriga teaches in 
Brooklyn, he makes his home in Toms River, 
New Jersey with his wife and daughter. 

Mr. Speaker Dr. Mohammed Ghriga is a 
leader that will propel the Long Island Univer-
sity business department into the next decade 
and far beyond; his service makes him most 
worthy of our recognition today. 

f 

HONORING ANGELICA CANTU 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Angelica Cantu, a certified public ac-
countant with Garza, Martinez & Co., P.L.L.C., 
in Laredo, Texas, on her being selected for 
the Distinguished Business Award by the La-
redo Development Foundation’s Small Busi-
ness Development Center, the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, and the Laredo 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Ms. Cantu, in her current position as a cer-
tified public accountant with Garza, Martinez & 
Co., P.L.L.C., is known for her professionalism 
in accounting and client relations with those in 
the business community in the City of Laredo, 
Texas. Prior to her current position, Ms. Cantu 
was a senior accountant with Baum, Mejia & 
Co., P.L.L.C. She has shown extensive knowl-
edge in the areas of payroll, tax, and audits 
through 11 years of experience in the account-
ing field. She graduated from Texas A&M 
International University in Laredo, Texas, with 
a Bachelor of Business Administration in Ac-
counting in December 1993. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me to 
honor Ms. Cantu, one of the valued members 
of Garza, Martinez & Co., P.L.L.C., in recogni-
tion of her selection as a recipient of the Dis-
tinguished Business Award. 

f 

DECLARING THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL PREVAIL IN THE 
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 16, 2006 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on June 
6 we commemorated D-day, the day that 
American military forces stormed the coast of 
France 62 years ago to turn the tide in one of 
the most brutal conflicts the world has ever 
known. The United States sustained 6,603 
casualties that day, yet the final victory over 
the forces of fascism remained nearly a year 
away. 

Rows of silent graves at the American Mili-
tary Cemetery in Normandy bear witness to 
the high price of freedom. They solemnly re-
mind us that there is no substitute for perse-
verance and sacrifice if we are to prevail over 
threats which challenge this Nation and the 
world today. 

The Global War on Terror is a different war 
from the wars of the past. This is not a war 
of uniformed armies on clearly defined battle-
fields. It is a war that invades tranquil space 
and time without warning, carried out by those 
who hide among and behind civilian popu-
lations, seeking to exploit the vulnerable for 
ruthless purposes. 

While we have endured the sacrifice of 
global wars during the past, we have never 
before waged such a war in an age of 
globalization, in an age when technology evis-
cerates the concept of distance, magnifies our 
losses, trivializes our accomplishments, and 
places our adversaries in a far better position 
to leverage the freedoms of our society 
against us. 

In seeking to prevent another 9–11, the 
President and the United States Congress 
would have been utterly irresponsible to ignore 
the threat posed by Saddam Hussein in Iraq. 
It is important to note that in 1998, President 
Clinton ordered U.S. armed forces to strike 
military and security targets in Iraq because 
Iraq’s nuclear, chemical and biological weap-
ons programs posed a credible and serious 
threat. 

But I am not here to argue the case for war 
today. The United States and our coalition 
partners made judgments to enter Iraq based 
on the best available evidence, and now the 
commitment is ours to complete. We are all in 
this together. The successful progression of 
our commitment in Iraq, from which I remain 
convinced that an abrupt withdrawal of U.S. 
troops would do more harm than good, is vital 
to achieving national security for America, sta-
bility and hope for all peoples of the Middle 
East, and establishing the prospects for civil 
reform and long-term peace throughout the 
world. 

While our mission continues to be dan-
gerous and costly, it continues to make strong 
progress as well. The recent establishment of 
democratic institutions in Iraq is without cul-

tural or historical precedent. This fact, com-
bined with rapid progress on the deployment 
of Iraqi security forces, gives us realistic hope 
of diminishing conflict and a stable foundation 
for the prospects of long-term peace. 

As we proceed with our obligation, may 
each one of us endeavor to discharge our re-
sponsibilities in a manner that is worthy of the 
sacrifices of the United States Armed Forces. 

And may each of us recall that this obliga-
tion is ultimately connected to the mantle of 
leadership that has fallen to the United 
States—not only for our own welfare, but for 
the welfare of the entire world. 

f 

HONORING NANCY PYLE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nancy Pyle, President of Heartland Hall, 
Inc. of Bedford, Pennsylvania, who has been 
honored as the 2006 Citizen of the Year by 
the Bedford Rotary Club. The Club annually 
recognizes a local individual who epitomizes 
the Rotary Motto of ‘‘Service Above Self.’’ 

Nancy Pyle has made numerous and signifi-
cant contributions to her community. After a 
distinguished 16-year career in the healthcare 
industry holding positions that ranged from 
hospital staff nurse to management, Nancy 
embarked on a new challenge. In July 2004, 
she displayed vision and enthusiasm in build-
ing a new hi-tech conference center to serve 
Bedford County. Heartland Hall opened in 
2005 with Nancy as its President, bringing a 
wealth of new opportunities for businesses, or-
ganizations, and families in the region. 

Today, not only is Nancy a successful busi-
nesswoman who remains active in the medical 
field, but she is selflessly devoted to serving 
her family and community. She is a dedicated 
wife, and mother of three children. And she 
consistently finds time to be involved in nu-
merous local organizations. Nancy has 
touched many lives in a positive way through 
her association with an impressive list of 
groups like Big Brothers and Big Sisters, the 
March of Dimes, the county Drug-Free 
Schools Task Force, the Bedford County Re-
development Authority, and the Chamber of 
Commerce and Arts Council, just to name a 
few. 

The thousands of people who know Nancy 
Pyle—and who have benefited from her hard 
work and dedication—would certainly join me 
in thanking Nancy for her contributions to busi-
ness, community, and family, as well as serv-
ing as an inspiration for the spirit of chivalrous 
virtue. 

f 

HONORING RUBEN GARIBAY 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ruben Garibay, owner of R.T.T. Auto-
motive dba A–1 Auto Stop Super Center, on 
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